Real lives

hen sei-f writer Tim
Hignutt toldd his wife
Liz that he wanted to
become a woman, her

world fell apart,

But Liz wood by her man
and theyre still ingether, living
happily &5 wife and wife

oy
Liz’s story
“When [ fedl fior Tim he was the
ke jrusimrist i @ local rock band,
?:1}".[?\:‘ Coider | was 22 when |
went for an audition and became
TR | a0 senger

“In fastening
Thar i :
peceber 4] fully love  xdm
i wittdr Paiingd a nd acfe t im from
TONTIOE, Imchchering
we Were 1 r mry et
rmarried i Dlana thghts. |
i romantic tried to

ceremony on A Jamaican beach

“But my workd collepsed 11
manths katér when Tim, then 28,
explained o me he wanted to
dred as o worman.

“Uhkamlly mad-rrannesed,
sensitive and carkng, Tirmn had
b in a perrmansnt Bad mood
since our Hallowe'en partys. A
friend of ours had come dressed
i g and Iokoed gread

*| aslced Tim what was wrong
and thought he wis going o tell
mie he was sleerng with sotneene
elie or he watted & diverce

“Instesd he confessed he had
overwivelrming fantasies about
dressing as @ womnn. Ever singe
far'd spen our frend in drag he

ISawomang. *3

Liz married a man and is still happily wed v
—even though he's now a shel &, focnel cobier f

On our wedding day ...

—

T,

found it maore and more difficud
b resist thiese urpes 1

=1 was shocked nnd fist Bk,
Bt | wad refsved we woikd sl
be together, | even joked ahout
hirl1 ROC Wilniang a sey .,"l!.||1'|-:|_' ofF
armvthicng crady o that

* Basemuse Tim had rnever
drested 25 8 wisman, he gsked
me to hedp him

A lew weeks alter our
discussion, Tim dressed as
Chania for e first thme
using my wardinobe
Feeding useasy, | helped
i with his bra

et s hong has
a ligche and tmugiv
hart hosy o .]ppl:,
miake-up
“Hut the resuil
was awhal, Tim
dadn’t ook e he
had imagined he
wiokikd and was
really upsed with
i Duloome
“Horwever,
dressed is n
wioman, he just
wanbed to S, Chat.
pose in the mirmor and
euplore what it was ke

Continued on page 16 =
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1o ook lke @ woman

S0ver the nent fow year,
every month of s, we wioild go
throwugh this rieal

1 Fole it was @ small price Lo
pay bor my wondertul hushand
He was my souimate, someone
that | wid willing (o do arvthing
for. In recurn, he treated me Bl
a princess

“Herause his hair didn’t look
wery good, | went out and boughi
hirm a brumette wig and | also
picked up a palr of hegh-heeled
shoes, 15 he was a different size

Sl pur Halkowe &N party n
19895, Tim went dressed in drag
mindd bvviedd beeling told be minde a
Ereal woman

*) wad hiopoy 1 im had been
0 heiarest wilth e el | pushad
ouir dressarg Up setsiins o the
back of my mind. But then,
in January' 1997, hé wis
struck doemn with the intestinal
compiant diveroculiti

“Surpgeans removed part of
it trbedtine Zhd told lim it was
unLsml for Smieone 0 young to
suter frovm the cdisemie. Lisuaiy
the condition only affected older
OF YTy SIressed people,

“Three monihs later Thm was
back in hospéal with divertieulicls
again. O & drig, being unabie 1o
eat for three-and-o-half weeks,
his weight plummeted and he
came home looking very sick.

A% he comvalesced he told
me Fe ndeded 1o ik, My hean
plurnmeted. | feared he was going
i pll e e Whls gy, ireRead, he
tearfully said e wanied 1o ben
woman. He wanied a @ change

=I writ furious. | sormed o
ol e house and dichn reuen ioe
rwo weelce 1f el Bke the man |
had falken in lovee with, matied
and had the mast wonderful
relationship with, had been
snatched from me. [ el cheated

=1 weent horme, W boch took
two chnys off work and talleed md
taliced and talked

"] ke ham every gusestion |
eould think of. | erted, Tim cried,
and we talked some more unitil |
fimalty undersood wiv he needed
10 dio this

=1 reked bbm | wiould sy wilth
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“| feel blessed
with this
amazing

marriage”

him through the surgery and then
we wild decide what to do, We
wefl 10 oounseling and Tl
begen @ gender regssigniment
programene in July 1997,

“After s monitihs of
pEYChaROicH Tests he Began
having electrolysis (o remove hair,
cosmesho surgery 1o fix his broken
rdve e e inakoe his fips fullesr,
and he began buying ciothes

=On July 1, 1998, Tim began
g = Dhana full-time and 18
mionths later he had the surgery,

=AT TS | wormied about how

I"d resct to Tim's body changes
I"vié abaays boen @ happy
heterosextial bur now | was
suddenly mmimied b0 8 worman

“We slowly began to explore
cach other and soon discovered
oarr pdready pood sex life was
Even Better. We v full lves 'with
Beoth ol s wearicing af Dinna’s
lamily harchwie Shore and don't
have time to bring dp a farmily
InEremd, we have [wo cakt, MNoy
and Jasper, who we dote on,

=1 hually iove anc accegd Litana
and feed blescwd with this amazing
marriage. Lots of friends sdmit 1o
fealing |ealows of our relaticeship
DECHERE W INe 10 honest, I0ving
and cliote o ench ciher

“¥when | 100k my wedding
viorws | memni them — for betier
OF WOPSE, MCET OF POOTET, N
gickmeess and i heaith . . .o,

i our case, for malke or lemale

“&y biggest dresam now i to
ke thores vy, again ina g
wedding with afl our family mnd
Iridmils &5 wiineose 1O Our fkw
refationship and (o celebrte p
new beginning for Lana."
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Tim/Diana’s
story

“When | was three |
remember telling my mum
Iwanted to be & girl. | have
sn older vister, Donna,
and | loved dressing up in
her clothed,
=As 5000 a8 Liz wallked m
for her audition | kpew | hud
fadlen in dowe for the: (irst ime.
“She wis my one and only
kove, For the First time bnimy
fite those feelings of wanting o
be o woman dizappeancd. Bat
after 16 months they rose up
peain ahd | couldn's hice them,
* prayed Liz would
understand and thankiully, if
e cfid,
=Although dressing as a
woerran helped, it intensified
i fectings of wanting o be s
wormian. When | begame (111
knew it was because 1'd bortled
up my feelings for w0 long.
*Ihad o refdl Liz | wansed a
sex change | was nstounded
und redieved when she said
she’d stand by me
“Morw my mind b finally
ciear. | feed relensed and much
Bappier. Af wll a4 working i
the hurdware siore, 've
tulfilled ry dream of being 8
fantasy fcrion aurhor.
*Moondward [avalisbie
trom www disnahignui comi,
b about a prince who s
transformed into a worman and
is based on our relaiomhip.
“Wirhout Liz | would never
Teve Been able ro be wo happy
us Dianm, the person | waa
meant to be.

“I owe her everything ”



